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A-MILLENNIALISM
By Wm. Bunting.

A SPIRITUAL SEED

It is true, of course, that Abraham has a spiritu-
al seed. It is comprised of all born again souls,

as many New  Testament passages teach. This
fact, however, does not at all exclude from prom-
ised blessing the natural seed of the Patriarchs,
and it seems amazing that A-Millennialists imag-
ine that it does and that therefore there is no
future for the nation of Israel. It is obvious surely
that when promise of the Land and of a numer-
ous posterity was made to Abraham,  the term
“seed” referred to his physical lineage.

ISRAEL’S MARVELLOUS PRESERVATION
From other considerations it must also appear
perfectly obvious to unbiased minds to-day that
God has a future for Israel. How otherwise can
we explain the marvelous  preservation of the
Jewish people? These people were
driven mercilessly from their native land in the
year 70 A.D. Since then hatred, injustice, abuse,
banishments, confiscations, starvation, violence,
torture, burnings, hangings, massacres, and the
concentration camps and gas chambers of cen-
tral Europe  have been their unhappy lot. They
have wandered, unloved and unwanted, over the
face of the earth for 1900 years. No other nation
has ever suffered so much or for so long a
time. In our own generation we have witnessed
six million of them “carted off to furnaces, like
unwanted rubbish”. How true it is that

“The wild, dove hath her nest, the fox his
cave,
Mankind their country, Israel but the
grave”!

Yet with tremendous odds against them, the
Jewish people have survived—“spared by the
indiscriminating hand of time, like a column left
standing amid the wreck of worlds and the ruins
of nature” (Michael Beers). Their continued
existence is a miracle, and why should this be
if there is no future for their nation?

Not only so, but throughout these centu-
ries of intense sufferings the Jews have never
lost their love for Palestine.  In the darkest
recesses of the Ghetto their motto ever has
been, “Next year in Jerusalem”. Other peoples
carried into captivity have intermingled and
intermarried with their captors, and have in a
generation or two been absorbed
and assimilated by them. The Jews, however,
have defied this  natural tendency. They have
maintained their separateness.  Though num-
bering only a few millions at most, they
have  never lost their identity as a distinct
nation. “Lo, the people  shall dwell alone, and
shall not he reckoned among the
nations” (Num. 23. 9). How are we to under-
stand the amazing fulfillment of this ancient
prophecy if there is no future for Israel?

Think again of how they have increased
numerically. It is reckoned that in the first
century of this era there were about five million
Jews. As a result of their many
persecutions  down the years, however, only
some one million remained at the beginning of
the seventeenth century. Yet when World War
Two broke out that number had increased to
eighteen million, and Jews were to be found in
the front rank in commerce, science, art, phi-
losophy and politics. Why deny that God’s hand
has been upon these people? What is
the purpose of it if there is to be no future for
Israel?

Above all, think of their having again
attained the status of Statehood in their own
beloved land. At one time this seemed quite
impossible, for the Turks ruled Palestine
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tenaciously  for 1,200 years prior to the first
World War. Sir Robert Anderson, who firmly
believed that the Jews must eventually return
to their homeland, confessed that in his day it
“seemed still a chimera of sanguine fanatics.”
Yet the seemingly impossible has taken place.
Since May, 1948, Israel has been in Palestine
as a free, sovereign, independent State. Surely
“this is the Lord’s doing, and it is marvelous in
our eyes.” It is, in the words of Leon Uris, “the
story of the greatest miracle of our times, an
event unparalleled in the history of mankind:
the  rebirth of a nation which had been dis-
persed for 2,000 years.”  The wonder of the
miracle, however does not end here. On
the  very day after this small nation of only
700,000 souls had declared its independence,
the surrounding Arab countries, Egypt, Jordan,
Syria, Lebanon, Iraq and Saudi Arabia,
the  combined population of which numbered
40,000,000, opened hostilities upon the infant
State. Not only did the Israeli  troops beat off
their invaders, but they greatly extended
their  frontiers, and when a general armistice
was arranged were  permitted to retain the
territory which they had taken.

Since then Jews have returned to the
new State from over seventy countries of the
world and now the ever increasing population
of Israel stands at well over 2,000,000. This
is  the greatest movement of God’s ancient
people to Palestine since the time of Joshua.

In “Israel in Prophecy”, Prof. John Wal-
voord, mentions a most interesting feature of
modern Jerusalem. It is predicted in Jeremiah
31:31-40 that when Israel returns to her land,
part of Jerusalem will be built in an area which
had  formerly never been used for building
purposes, and the  boundaries of which are
carefully defined. Now this is precisely the area
which the city covers today, and it
constitutes the fulfillment of a prophecy uttered
twenty-five hundred years ago and never until
now fulfilled (See pages 68 and 130).

In closing this paper we ask, ‘Who will be
so foolish as to imagine that these events are
the mere accidents of modern history?’ Surely
a deep and spiritual significance attaches
to  them all. In the words of Isaac Ben-Zvi,
second President of the State of Israel, “We are
witnessing to-day the wondrous process of the
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joining of the tribes of Israel, bone to bone and
flesh to flesh, the merging of them into one
nation (“The Rebirth of the State of Israel” by
A. W. Kac, M.D.).

In view of these undeniable facts which
provide such overwhelming evidence of the
literal fulfillment of Divine prophecy relative to
the natural seed of Abraham, we quite  fail to
see how any reasonable, spiritual mind can
refuse to  believe that other prophecies which
predict a future for Israel will in due time also
be fulfilled. A-Millennialists gain  nothing by
ignoring historical facts which are so plain
to everyone else.

PAUL'S METAPHORS
J. A. Davidson

(4)  ARMY:THE SOLDIER.

We have mentioned that Paul took illustra-
tions from city life and from country life.

He could see lessons from the Building and the
Body and now from army life. We too, can learn
lessons for the Battle.

Paul lived in the times of the imperial
might of the Roman Empire and he moved in
colonies subdued by the conquering forces of
the Roman Legions.  Later in life he spent years
in prison sometimes chained to a soldier.  He
was arrested in the Temple, held in the bar-
racks, imprisoned for two years at Caesarea
and then conveyed as a captive on the long
voyage to Rome.  While in prison in Rome he
was in the custody of the elite Praetorian Guard.
As he constantly watched the changing of the

guard and was in daily contact with Caesars
household, he learned about army life.  To the
Colossians, he requested that they remember
his bonds and to the Ephesians he wrote as an
ambassador in bonds.  Even before imprison-
ment, writing from Corinth to the Romans he
spoke of  “The armour of light”  (Rom 13:12),
as sentinels changed guard before dawn.  Also
from Corinth, the seat of local government and
a strategic military garrison, he wrote to the
Thessalonians exhorting them to put on “The
breastplate of faith and love; and for an hel-
met, the hope of salvation” (1 Thess 5:8).
When the war was almost over, contemplating
the final victory to Timothy from prison, he
could rejoice and say “I have fought a good
fight”  (1 Tim 4:7).

1) THE ARMY.
From Paul's writings we learn that we are in the
army and from experience we are constantly
reminded that we are in active service on the
battlefield.  “That he may please him who hath
chosen him to be a soldier” (2 Tim 2:4).  We
are not chosen to flowery beds of ease and
whether we like it or not, after salvation we
soon became aware of a three pronged attack
by the world, the flesh and the devil.  Thou
therefore endure hardness, as a good soldier of
Jesus Christ”  (2 Tim 2:3).  We are not just
regimental showpieces to be admired by men.
We are in the thick of a conflict with the powers
of darkness, where the enemy is working an all
out offensive upon marriage, family life and
assembly testimony.  He knows that his time is
short, his tactics are to take no prisoners, his
terms are unconditional surrender and all too
often he has the victory.  On the contrary we
should be on the offensive to the pulling down
of strongholds, driving the enemy from the
field, so that all that is adverse to the prosper-
ity of the believer is held in the positive power
of the God’s heritage.  The reader may, at
times feel almost overwhelmed; but God is
engaged for us and His power, protection and
promises are at our disposal.  Why go warfaring
at our own charges?  You may feel that every-
thing is against you but really, they do not
count.  “If God be for us, who can be against
us?” “Nay, in all these things we are more than

“Moral compromise always makes one
vulnerable to temptation. We see this in Sam-
son's case and in Delilah's in these verses. Temp-
tation usually comes in attractive packages. The
wrong companions can lead us into temptation
(cf. 1Co_15:33). Temptation is persistent (cf. Mat-
thew 4). Yielding to temptation starts us on a
toboggan slide. We find ourselves going faster
and faster downhill, and soon we can get off only
with great personal pain.”

Constable
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conquerors though him that loved us” (Rom
8:31,37).

2) THE ARMOR.
“Be strong in the Lord, and in the power of his
might.  Put on the whole armour of God, that
ye may be able to stand against the wiles of the
devil”  (Eph 6:10-11)  Without armour and
ammunition, the soldier would be defenseless
against a hostile foe who is accomplished in
stratagem.  “Wherefore take unto you the
whole armour of God, that ye may be able to
withstand in the evil day, and having done all,
to stand”  (Eph 6:13).  This is no light skirmish.
Can we hold the ground which we inherited or
are we losing ground?  Having subdued all our
passions and lusts, we are to stand firm, stand
upright, not lazy, not leaning upon the arm of
flesh, not looking back in retreat.  This stand
will not be taken by the luxurious man, the
lewd man or the lover of money.

Six items of armor are lists, which are
not ours by position or rank, but are practical
Christian graces essential for every believer in
the conflict with self and sin.

i. THE BELT:  “Having your loins girt
about with truth” (Eph 6:14).  This
strong leather girding apparatus was
covered with metal plates fastened firm-
ly around the loins.  Put on first, it was
to the soldier as it is to the believer,
essential for safety, for support and for
standing firm.  The true, sincere man
with nothing false, has nothing for the
devil to work on.  Elijah was hated, but
was also admired by the wicked Ahab.

ii. THE BREASTPLATE:   “Having on
the breastplate of righteousness” (Eph
6:14).  Covering the breast and the seat
of the affections, this represents not just
our standing, but also our state.  This is
practical righteousness in our conduct
before the eyes of the ungodly.  Don't
leave anything exposed to the arrows of
the enemy.  Abraham was righteous and
princely in his conduct before the Ca-
naanites.

iii. THE FOOTWEAR:  “your feet shod
with the preparation of the gospel of
peace” (Eph 6:15).  Proper footwear is

essential if we are to be able to stand.
This is not so much marching with the
Gospel but standing resolute in the face
of attack.  Paul speaks of the Gospel,
“Which I preached unto you, which also
ye received, and wherein ye stand”  (1
Cor 15:1).  This is the enjoyment and
confidence of that quiet peace we ob-
tained when God saved us and which the
devil wants to disturb.  Said the dying
saint, “I have great pain but I have great
peace”.

iv. THE SHIELD:  “Above all, taking
the shield of faith, wherewith ye shall be
able to quench all of the fiery darts of the
wicked” (Eph 6:16).  The reference is to
the large shield of the Roman soldier
which protected the whole body.  The
Lord prayed for Peter when he was under
attack from the fiery darts of Satan, that
his faith fail not.  The shield of faith
covers any deficiencies or weak points in
the other parts of the armor.  When we
are under siege and the arrows of the
wicked one, charged with combustible
materials, seek to ignite a conflagration
of doubt and anxiety, can we say like
Job, “Though he slay me yet will I trust
him”?

v. THE HELMET:  “And take the hel-
met of salvation” (Eph 6:17).  This is not
only initial salvation but that cheerful,
courageous, and conscious assurance of
mind that God will deliver in any given
circumstance.  God is our Deliverer past,
present and future.  When the war is
over, we are assured of victory.  This
sustains us in the heat of the battle.  In
the midst of no small tempest, Paul could
say, “I believe God”  (Acts 27:25).

vi. THE SWORD;  “The sword of the
Spirit, which is the word of God” (Eph
6:17).  In the conflict with sin, self and
Satan, we can go on the offensive and
make marks with the sharp-edged sword
of the Word of God.  We need to study
its truth if we are to be skilful in its use.
This is illustrated in how the Lord used
the Word of God to defeat the devil when
tempted in the wilderness.  It is to be
noted that the most characteristic weap-
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on of the Roman soldier, the great pilum,
or pike, a javelin-like spear is omitted.
We are engaged in hand to hand, face to
face conflict with relentless foes.  It is a
life-or-death battle with the world, the
flesh and the devil.

3) THE ADVERSARIES.
To wage a successful campaign, it is necessary
to define, locate and pin down the enemy be-
fore we can launch the attack.  Too often there
is conflict in the assembly which is only mutiny
in the ranks.  Such will not be the case if there
is a united front against the common foe.  Paul
warned against a three-pronged attack:-

i) “The wiles of the devil” (Eph 6:11).
Still as subtle as he was in Genesis, the
devil is seen in Ephesians as the one who
seeks to upset our communion in the
heavenlies.  In World War 2, the enemy
set clearly-defined battle fronts and it
was necessary to muster superior forces
to defeat him.  Presently, terrorist activi-
ties can take the most elite army by
surprise, and even superior powers have
little answer to subversive activists.  The
devil is a master at disguise and decep-
tion.  He does not need to declare open
warfare when he can be so successful in
subversive activity.

ii) “The affairs of this life”  (2 Tim
2:4).  The pressure and stress of the
modern materialistic age and the quest
for non essential luxury can so entangle
and hamper God's people as to leave
them of little use in the extension of
God's Kingdom.  When Britain was at
war, the people lived on wartime rations.
Paul exhorted self-denial as necessary,
“For the present distress”  (1 Cor 7:26).

iii) “Make not provision for the flesh”
(Rom 13:14).  When we have subdued
every other foe, we find that the greatest
enemy is self.  The conflict with the
desires of the flesh is no light skirmish
but a continual campaign of vigilance.
When the sentry falls asleep, the whole
camp is endangered.  We are to cast off
the works of darkness and put on the
armor of light.

4) THE ATTACK.
“The evil day” (Eph 6:13).  We must always be
on guard against a surprise attack by the
enemy.  However, more often it is a prolonged
war by which the enemy wears down our
defences.  Paul exhorts Timothy to “Endure
hardness as a good soldier of Jesus Christ” (2
Tom 2:3).  The soldier requires patient endur-
ance to hold on, clear separation from interests
not compatible with the achievement of victory
and earnest desire, above all, to please the
Commander “Who hath chosen him to be a
soldier” (2 Tim 2:4).  “The weapons of our
warfare are not carnal, but mighty through God
to the pulling down of strong holds” (2 Cor
10:4).  The conflict is not all defensive.  This is
the counter attack and just like the Romans
taking the rock forts along the coastline or
throwing down the high tower of the enemy
fortress, there is still much territory to be
brought under subjection.  “Casting down
imaginations and every high thing that exalteth
itself against the knowledge of God, and bring-
ing into captivity every thought to the obedi-
ence of Christ” (2 Cor 10:5).  Some at Corinth
had high thoughts, theories, imaginations and
learning and were looking down on Paul and his
teaching.  These high eminences of pride are to
be attacked, overthrown, demolished and made
prisoner.  We are to bring into subjection any-
thing in our thoughts, not in keeping with the
authority of Christ in doctrine, conduct and
service.

5) THE ALERT.
“Knowing the time, that now it is high time to
awake out of sleep” (Rom 13:11).  Paul may
have watched the guards in the long night
watches, grow careless and weary, perhaps
some even had a tendency to slumber.  He
would have us to be alert, ready for inspection,
“the day is at hand” (Rom 13:12).

6) THE ADVANCE.
“Thanks be unto God which causeth us to
triumph in Christ” (2 Cor 2:14).  Through
Christ, victory is assured.  “Having spoiled
principalities and powers, he made a shew of
them openly, triumphing over them in it” (Col
2:15).  After conquest, the victorious army
would parade with the spoils of battle, the
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fragrance of triumph, the acclaim of the peo-
ple, and to receive the freedom of the city.

Through the victory of the cross, He has
led captivity captive and already we ride in the
chariot of triumph with Christ.  Rejoice, dear
saint, that the battles will soon be over.  The
fragrance of victory and the acclaim of the
people is to the Captain of our salvation.  We
join the divisions of the Redeemed, unfurl the
blood stained banner of the cross and soon at
the last trump, the camp will move out.
“Everyone in his own order (division):  Christ
the first fruits; afterward they that are Christ's
at his coming” (1 Cor 15:23).
�

The Consequences of
Obedience
2 Timothy 1: 12

“For the which cause I also suffer these things…”

How many times, in the history of the hu-
man race, has a parent taught and warned

his child of the consequences of disobedience?
Many a father has told his son or daughter,
even at an early age, of the proper conduct and
behavior that he expects, or has laid upon
them a responsibility that they must carry out,
and then, in faithful love, warned them what
will be the certain consequences of disobedi-
ence to his charge.  Likely most, if not all of us,
have experienced this, either as a child or as a
parent, and even in our early formulative
years, the fear and respect for those conse-
quences motivated us along in obedience.
Only as the years went by did maturing experi-

ence teach us to choose proper conduct be-
cause it was correct in principle, rather than out
of fear of the consequences of disobedience.
 Were any of us ever warned by our
fathers about the consequences of obedience?
Can any recall a father teaching them the
tenets of proper personal conduct, or detailing
to them the needful diligence in carrying out a
task, whether specific or more comprehensive,
then warning them that there would be certain
and severe consequences to their obedience to
his words and charges?  The very nature of this
almost seems reprehensible to us, especially
since every influence on our lives has taught us,
whether directly or insidiously, that celebration
and success always follow diligence, obedience,
faithfulness, and good stewardship.  We have
come to believe, albeit tacitly, that negative
consequences are indications of prior improper
behavior on the part of the recipient.  Much
sadder indeed, we have transported that un-
spoken belief into our understanding of spiritual
truths and principles, and our consequent be-
havior.  With our lips we declare that obedience
to God may bring suffering and rejection, but in
our hearts and practices we steer very wide of
it, and shun those who experience it in their
lives, not unlike so many in Paul’s day.
 As we read 2 Timothy, and understand
that we are listening in silence to the final
words of a spiritual father to his son, we soon
become captivated by the scene unfolding be-
fore us.  The old father is in prison, and it’s not
the hired house in which he had spent a previ-
ous incarceration as he awaited trial, where
dear friends came and went, and where he
knew much of the conveniences and joys of
relatively normal living.  No; now it is suffering
alone in a cold, damp Roman prison cell, and
experiencing the deprivation of all that is not
only essential, but what is dear as well.  He is
cold, and the cell is dark.  None of his beloved
books are there, in which he may pasture his
mind and soul with their lush grasses.  No
friends and acquaintances come and go, wheth-
er from fear or abandonment, to refresh him
with their companionship and conversation.
Such is his longing to see the face of his son,
and to hear his voice, that he twice exhorts him
to come to him with all diligence.  He has stood
before his accusers once, and the Lord deliv-

The altar stands in the foreground of
every life, and can be passed by only at
the cost of all that is noblest and best.
There is more grandeur in five minutes
of self-renunciation than in a whole life-
time of self-interest and self-seeking.
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ered him from their voracious anger, but not
from their grip.  From that cold prison cell he
knows that he will be brought before them
again, and that he is now nearing the moment
when his life will be callously ended by wicked
yet powerful men.  As we witness this unfolding
saga, and comprehend in a measure what was
taking place, we can’t observe Paul in prison
ready to lay his life on the alter of sacrifice, and
read his tender last words to Timothy, without
also noticing his resolve of obedience to His
Lord.
 He never once laments that it was any
general error or particular misstep of his which
led to his captivation and imprisonment.  In
fact, so silent is his pen on this, that we do not
even know the circumstances that brought that
about (there is possibly a window into this in ch.
4: 14, 15, which words had clear meaning to
Timothy but not so to us).  He is able to look
back on a life lived—step by step moving in
willing obedience to the Lord’s claims on him—
and to say to Timothy without any hesitation,
“For the which cause I suffer these things:
nevertheless I am not ashamed…” So far re-
moved is this expressed principle from the
notion that perceived failure is evidence of error
or disobedience that the two cannot rest on the
same soil.  The one is a concoction of this world
and its systems—the other emanates from di-
vine counsels and teaches us that “all that will
[cognitively determine to] live godly in Christ
Jesus shall suffer persecution.” (ch 3: 12).
 But to grasp this yet further, we must
listen to the father’s words to his dear son, for
surely, we think, he will counsel him to change
course, that the son might avoid the troubles
that the father has found himself in.  We look
for Paul to tell Timothy to go thus far and no
further, or to avoid such and such, for it will
certainly bring undesirable consequences.
Surely the old man has learned from his mis-
takes and the misery that he is enduring, and
he will steer his son into more moderate or
contemporary paths which will be less offensive
and irritable to others, so that he might avoid
such severe trials and continue to enjoy the
liberties of life and happiness.
 And yet he exhorts Timothy to obedi-
ence.  Rather than any indication, whether
evident or insinuated, towards modifying his

conduct so that he might avoid coming trou-
bles, the father charges the son, with some of
the strongest personal words in the New Testa-
ment, to move forward in obedience to the Lord
with the same resolve that characterized his
own life.  And he does this as he warns him that
there will be severe and difficult consequences
to such obedience.  As if the plight of the father
wouldn’t warn the son enough, he countenanc-
es his charges and warnings in military lan-
guage, without any hint whatsoever of the
possibility of Timothy choosing NOT to obey
because of the coming consequences.  Even if
the words regarding Alexander are a reference
to personal injury by him towards Paul, or if
Alexander was even so much as the instrument
that caused Paul’s apprehension and captivity,
Paul doesn’t warn Timothy to alter his obedi-
ence to God in carrying out his labors and
responsibilities.  Rather he tells Timothy to
beware particularly of Alexander; his person
and his evil deeds.
 Can we learn from this before we com-
pletely fail another generation?  Where are the
spiritual fathers among us who will stand firmly
upon obedience to God and His word, whether
men and women around appreciate it or not?
Where are the spiritual fathers who will faithful-
ly teach divine principles and doctrines both
publicly and privately, even if that leads to
isolation and abandonment?  Where are the
spiritual fathers who will exhort the sons to be
faithful to divine claims on their lives and on
their stewardships, regardless whether the
majority favors them or finds them offending to
their consciences and ears (ch. 4: 3)?  Where
are the spiritual fathers who will charge the
sons to unswerving obedience even while
warning them that the consequences of such
will be nearly unbearable?  If such are not our
spiritual fathers, will we wonder that the sons
choose their course favoring pleasant conse-
quences rather than obedience to God?

The fear of criticism makes
many a shepherd feed the Lord's
people on chaff.
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Feeding Sheep or
Amusing Goats

by C. H. Spurgeon

An evil is in the professed camp of the Lord,
so gross in its impudence, that the most

shortsighted can hardly fail to notice it during
the past few years. It has developed at an
abnormal rate, even for evil. It has worked like
leaven until the whole lump ferments. The devil
has seldom done a cleverer thing than hinting
to the church that part of their mission is to
provide entertainment for the people, with a
view to winning them.
 From speaking out as the Puritans did,
the church has gradually toned down her testi-
mony, then winked at and excused the frivoli-
ties of the day. Then she tolerated them in her
borders. Now she has adopted them under the
plea of reaching the masses.
 My first contention is that providing
amusement for the people is nowhere spoken
of in the Scriptures as a function of the church.
If it is a Christian work, why did not Christ
speak of it? "Go ye into all the world and preach
the gospel to every creature" (Mark 16:15).
That is clear enough. So it would have been if
He had added, "and provide amusement for
those who do not relish the gospel." No such
words, however, are to be found. It did not
seem to occur to him.
 Then again, "He gave some, apostles;
and some, prophets; and some evangelists;
and some pastors and teachers .., for the work
of the ministry" (Ephesians 4:11-12). Where do
entertainers come in? The Holy Spirit is silent
concerning them. Were the prophets persecut-
ed because they amused the people or because
they refused? The concert has no martyr roll.
 Again, providing amusement is in direct
antagonism to the teaching and life of Christ
and all His apostles. What was the attitude of
the church to the world? We are not sugar
candy, "Ye are the salt" (Matthew 5:13) ---
something the world will spit out, not swallow.
Short and sharp was the utterance, "Let the
dead bury their dead" (Matthew 8:22) He was
in awful earnestness.  Had Christ in-
troduced more of the bright and pleasant ele-
ments into His mission, He would have been

more popular but, because of the searching
nature of His teaching, many turned away. I do
not hear him say, "Run after these people Peter
and tell them we will have a different style of
service tomorrow, something short and attrac-
tive with little preaching. We will have a pleas-
ant evening for the people. Tell them they will
be sure to enjoy it. Be quick Peter, we must get
the people somehow." Jesus pitied sinners,
sighed and wept over them, but never sought
to amuse them. In vain will the Epistles be
searched to find any trace of this gospel of
amusement! Their message is, "Come out,
keep out, keep clean out!" Anything approach-
ing foolishness is conspicuous by its absence.
They had boundless confidence in the gospel
and employed no other weapon.
 After Peter and John were locked up for
preaching, the church had a prayer meeting but
they did not pray, "Lord grant unto Thy ser-
vants that by a wise and discriminating use of
innocent recreation we may show these people
how happy we are." If they ceased not from
preaching Christ, they had not time for arrang-
ing entertainments. Scattered by persecution,
they went everywhere preaching the gospel.
They turned the world upside down (Acts 17:6).
That is the only difference! Lord, clear the
church of all the rot and rubbish the devil has
imposed on her, and bring us back to apostolic
methods.
 Lastly, the mission of amusement fails to
effect the end desired. It works havoc among
young converts. Let the careless and scoffers,
who thank God because the church met them
halfway, speak and testify. Let the heavy laden
who found peace through the concert not keep
silent! Let the drunkard to whom the dramatic
entertainment has been God's link in the chain
of the conversion, stand up! There are none to
answer. The mission of amusement produces
no converts. The need of the hour for today's
ministry is believing scholarship joined with
earnest spirituality, the one springing from the
other as fruit from the root. The need is biblical
doctrine, so understood and felt, that it sets
men on fire.


